
Maggie Bridger (Learning Lab, 1st Floor, until 1:00pm)

Film Screenings in Claudia Cassidy Theater, 2nd Floor North:
Gabriel Bruno Enrique Lopez Eng Gonzalez 
Nora Sharp and Grace McCants
Every house has a door (Lin Hixson and Matthew Goulish)
Synapse Arts: Rahila Coats, Maggie Bridger, and Rachel Damon
Carolyn Castillo aka GoldGrrl / Chicago Movement Series 
JaNiah Cooper
Nadia Oussenko 

78 E.  Washington St .

Sunday,  October 16,  2022  •    10:00 AM -  1 :00 PM

FREE EVENT.  Wheelchair  Accessible .

Chicago Cultural Center

10:00a

10:00a

11:00a
12:00p

R E T U R N  T O  E L E V A T E
H O M E P A G E

https://chicagodancemakers.org/elevate-chicago-dance-2022/


R E T U R N  T O  E L E V A T E
H O M E P A G E

The Elevate Chicago Dance festival was only supposed to happen once. Born out of a
partnership with the New England Foundation for the Arts’ Regional Dance Development
Initiative, the festival was a way to showcase the work of Chicago dance artists and bring local,
regional, and national audiences and presenters together. That “one time” festival was
supposed to have its third iteration in 2020 and we all know what happened then. 

Here we are in 2022, altered, making our way back to rehearsal studios and live performance.
This festival is showcasing some of what Chicago’s dance artists have been thinking about,
dancing about, and working toward over the last couple of years. We are intentionally
positioning works-in-progress showings, excerpts, panel discussions, site-responsive
performances, durational works, and completed pieces for the stage all side by side with one
another to underscore the reality that this is what artists are doing now and it is worth support
and recognition. 

As we’ve listened, watched, and learned from our fellow artists in preparation for this festival
we’ve asked ourselves, what do we need to gather again in performance? How has our work
changed? And, what kind of practices help us sustain shifts in the field? We hope you ask these
questions with us and remain open to all that comes next. 

Joanna Furnans
Executive Director, Chicago Dancemakers Forum

https://chicagodancemakers.org/elevate-chicago-dance-2022/


Maggie Bridger

“Cult ivat ing Chicago's Disabil i ty  Dance
Community” 
Learning Lab,  1st  Floor

A v ideo interv iew/performance that  documents some of  the
work developed by Maggie and her  col laborators at  High
Concept Labs and the Learning Lab at  the Chicago Cultural
Center  with a  part icular  focus on ways that  d isabled dance
art ists  are developing and susta in ing d isabi l i ty  dance in
Chicago.  Attendees wil l  also be inv ited to add to an interact ive
map of  accessible dance spaces in  Chicago.

Maggie Br idger  is  a  2022 City  of  Chicago Indiv idual  Art ist  Program grantee,
and PhD candidate at  the Univers ity  of  I l l ino is  at  Chicago in  the Department of
Disabi l i ty  and Human Development .  She is  a  co-founder of  the Inclus ive Dance
Workshop Ser ies at  Access L iv ing,  for  which she and her  project  partner
received a 2021 Chicago Area Albert  Schweitzer  Fellowship .  She was part  of
the inaugural  cohort  of  the Dancing Disabi l i ty  Lab at  UCLA,  serves on the
committee to organize Chicago's  integrated dance concert ,  CounterBalance,
and was one of  Synapse Arts '  2021 New Works art ists .  Maggie is  a  2022 Art ist
in  Residence at  High Concept Labs.



Gabriel Bruno Enrique Lopez Eng
Gonzalez 

“far from the 掛包 :  a  memoir of  reintegration” 
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  10:00am

expanding upon the work the art ist  was developing in  their
bedroom dur ing quarant ine,  they invest igate american
midwestern aesthet ics of  queer-ness,  as ian-ness,  and
movement pract ice .  the f i lm's  v isual  and metaphor ical
language is  steeped in  perspect ive gained from two years
teaching engl ish and dance on remote ta iwanese is lands,
k inmen and penghu.  the f i lm is  a  work of  self-documentary-
autobiographical-f ict ion and a ims to use the internet  as a
compass back to l iv ing in  the united states and specif ical ly
chicago.

Gabr iel  Bruno Eng Gonzalez (he/they)  graduated from Belo it  College in  2020.
He is  a  fulbr ight  scholar ,  dance maker ,  wr iter ,  soc iologist ,  cycl ist ,  swimmer,
and v ideo art ist .  Gabr iel 's  love of  dance and teaching al lows space for  h im
and others to  feel  human,  queer ,  and mixed without  a  sense of  shame.
Through our  imaginat ions we al low ourselves and our  stor ies to  be in  the
world .  Gabr iel 's  choreographic  and written work has been exhib ited at
Chelonia ,  ACDA,  Zullo  Raw Movement 's  Queerly  Contemporary Fest ival ,  WIM
Dance,  This  Body Lives,  Elg in  Fr inge Fest ival ,  Counterpulse,  Hello  Giggles ,
and Teen Vogue.  He has had the pleasure of  working with Katy Pyle ,  jess
pretty ,  Estrel lx  Supernova,  Katl in  Michael  Bourgeois ,  Chr is  Johnson,  Gina T'a i ,
Ching- i  Chang,  and more.



Nora Sharp and Grace McCants

"The Real Dance:  A Micro Reality TV Show -
Episode 2” 
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  10:00am

The Real  Dance:  A Micro Real i ty  TV Show is  a  f i lm ser ies that
approaches contemporary dancemaking through the low-
stakes,  h igh- investment aesthet ic  & enterta inment lens of
real i ty  TV,  focusing on the dai ly  l ives ,  dramas,  personal i t ies ,
and backstor ies of  people who make dance.  Episode 2 ,  co-
directed by and co-starr ing Grace McCants and Nora Sharp
with c inematography by Bea Cabrera,  Sydney Sull ivan,  and
Spence Warren,  explores dynamics of  codependence and
interdependence at  the intersect ion of  relat ionships and
artmaking.  

Co-directed,  performed,  and edited by Grace McCants and Nora Sharp
Assistant  Edit ing by Sydney Sull ivan
Videography by Bea Cabrera,  Spence Warren,  and Sydney Sull ivan

Music :
“Love Is  a  Hurt in '  Thing”  performed by:  Glor ia  Ann Taylor ,
Writer(s)/Composer(s)  Ben Rale igh & David L inden,  Courtesy of  Ubiquity
Recordings,  Inc . ,  Wise Brothers Music  LLC ASCAP,  & Wixen Music  Publ ish ing
obo Rawlou Music  BMI .  Al l  R ights Reserved.
"Space Chess,"  "Zero Gravity  Interlude,"  #1479,  and #9677 by Yur i

Creat ive Consultat ion by Gina Hoch-Stall  and Aaron Greer

This  project  is  part ial ly  supported by an Indiv idual  Art ists  Program Grant
from the City  of  Chicago Department of  Cultural  Affa irs  & Special  Events ,  as
well  as a  grant  from the I l l ino is  Arts  Counci l  Agency,  a  state agency through
federal  funds provided by the Nat ional  Endowment for  the Arts .  Or ig inal ly
premiered at  the Pivot  Arts  Fest ival  2022.



Nora Sharp and Grace McCants, cont.

"The Real Dance:  A Micro Reality TV Show -
Episode 2” 
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  10:00am

Grace McCants grew up studying gymnast ics in  Madison,  WI ,  holds a  degree in
Dance from Oberl in  College,  and has cal led Brooklyn home for  most of  her
adult  l i fe .  She has worked on the product  and strategy s ide of  social  just ice
and accessib i l i ty  tech at  AnnieCannons and Bocoup.  Grace performed with
Nora Sharp & crew in  the premiere of  Family  Reunion,  an hour-long
improvisat ion of  movement ,  conversat ion,  v ideo,  and queer community ,  at
Steppenwolf  Theatre 's  LookOut Ser ies in  early  2020.  In  2022,  she has worked
with The Syndicate workshopping Hal  Cosent ino's  new play L ineage.  Nora
Sharp is  a  creator  and performer whose work has been presented by On the
Boards,  Steppenwolf  Theatre 's  LookOut Ser ies ,  Movement Research at  the
Judson Church,  the Fly  Honey Show,  and Midwest RAD Fest  among elsewhere,
and supported by res idencies at  the Hambidge Center ,  L inks Hall ,  and High
Concept Labs.  Nora also for  5  years fac i l i tated the works- in-progress ser ies
Research Project ,  which provided a community  platform for  performance and
response at  OuterSpace Studios ,  and in  2019 created THE AMTRAKLOR,  a
fundraiser  for  L inks Hall  that  g i fted a roundtr ip  tra in  t icket  to  a  local  art ist
for  creat ive research.  Nora can be heard as a  guest  on Volume 3 of  Alyssa
Gregory’s  podcast  The Process with co-host  Tia  Greer .



Every house has a door 
Lin Hixson and Matthew Goulish

Screening of  lockdown short  f i lms:  
"Cuckoo in the Depths of  the Woods,"
"Characters with Long Ears,"  and "Aquarium"
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  10:00am

In  response to the inabi l i ty  to  safely  convene l ive audiences in
2020 and 2021,  Every house has a door  cont inued working in
small  and careful  ways culminat ing these three short  f i lms.
Each f i lm is  relates to  and is  embedded with in the large-scale ,
mult i -year  project  The Carnival  of  the Animals .

In  2020 and 2021,  dur ing the Covid-19 pandemic,  out  of  desire
to cont inue working together  and make progress on unf in ished
works,  we began making f i lms in  a  converted garage and later
a un-used art  gal lery .  Attuned to the part icular  needs of  the
moment each work ref lects the evolv ing possib i l i t ies  of
working in  prox imity  that  were possible at  the t ime of  f i lming.
The Three short  f i lms screened in  the fest ival  are embedded
with in the larger  ser ies of  modular  performance,  The Carnival
of  the Animals .  This  mult i -year  col laborat ion fol lows the 14-
movement structure of  Camil le  Saint-Saëns’s  1886 musical
suite  for  chi ldren.  The Every house Carnival  considers
endangered and ext inct  species ,  with an or ig inal  performance
devised in  response to each of  Saint-Saëns’s  t i t les ,  fol lowing
those imaginat ive class i f icat ions.

https://everyhousehasadoor.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tjfuull-djmdtjtiu-d/


Every house has a door , cont.
Lin Hixson and Matthew Goulish

Screening of  lockdown short  f i lms:  
"Cuckoo in the Depths of  the Woods,"
"Characters with Long Ears,"  and "Aquarium"
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  10:00am

Aquar ium
Lin Hixson,  d irect ion
Matthew Goul ish,  dramaturgy
Essi  Kausala inen,  costume design
Hadley Aust in ,  c inematography and edit ing
Yoni  Goldste in ,  c inematography and edit ing
Chr ist ine Shallenberg,  l ight ing design
Sarah Skaggs,  product ion and company management
El ise Cowin,  performance
Bryan Saner ,  performance
Alex Bradley Cohen,  performance
Madele ine Agui lar ,  song arrangement and performance (short  f i lm)
 
Characters  with  Long Ears  
Lin Hixson,  d irect ion
Matthew Goul ish,  dramaturgy and writ ing
Essi  Kausala inen,  costumes and text i les
Jul ia  Pello ,  c inematography and edit ing
David Hall ,  sound
Chr ist ine Shallenberg,  l ight ing
El ise Cowin,  performance
Bryan Saner ,  performance
Alex Bradley Cohen,  performance
Isaac Cresswell ,  performance
Sky Cubacub,  performance
Tim Kinsella ,  ending score
Jenny Polus,  ending score
Sarah Skaggs,  product ion and company management



Every house has a door, cont. 
Lin Hixson and Matthew Goulish

Screening of  lockdown short  f i lms:  
"Cuckoo in the Depths of  the Woods,"
"Characters with Long Ears,"  and "Aquarium"
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  10:00am
 
The Cuckoo in  the Depths of  the Woods 
Lin Hixson,  d irect ion
Sarah Skaggs,  product ion and company management
Jul ia  Pello ,  C inematography and Edit ing
Essi  Kausala inen,  Costumes and Text i les
Corey Smith,  Sound and Music
Matthew Goul ish,  Dramaturgy 
Chr ist ine Shallenberg ,  L ight ing
El ise Cowin,  performance
Alex Bradley Cohen,  performance
Bryan Saner ,  performance
Narrat ion wr itten by Matthew Goul ish and performed by Abhay Ghiara

Lin Hixson,  d irector ,  and Matthew Goul ish,  dramaturg,  formed Every house has
a door  in  2008 to convene d iverse,  intergenerat ional  project-specif ic  teams of
special ists ,  including emerging as well  as internat ionally  recognized art ists .
Drawn to h istor ical ly  or  cr i t ical ly  neglected subjects ,  Every house creates
performance works and performance-related projects in  many media .  Based in
Chicago,  the company presents work for  local ,  nat ional  and internat ional
audiences.



Synapse Arts
Rahila Coats, Maggie Bridger, Rachel Damon

"what I  know" by Rahila Coats
"Radiate" by Maggie Bridger 
"Leverage" by Rachel Damon/Aaron Greer
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  11 :00am

Taking t ime to watch a woman move as a  solo ist ,  f rom her
own power,  in  both subtlety and intensity ,  unafra id  for  her
body to be seen,  is  a  radical  act .  Synapse Arts presents a  suite
of  three woman-made screendances and a ims to posit ion
these works with in respectful  d iscourse that  moves our  f ield
forward.  The three screendances were produced as part  of  the
company's  2021 New Works program dur ing pandemic
shutdowns.  Together ,  Rahi la  Coats '  "what I  know,”  Maggie
Br idger 's  "Radiate ,"  and Rachel  Damon/Aaron Greer 's
"Leverage"  represent women art ists  f igur ing out  how to reta in
what is  most important  in  the expression of  their  artwork in
the face of  a  pandemic.  

In  “what I  know,”  Coats ’  invest igates issues of  race and gender
with in the relat ionships Black women have with their
grandmothers .  Working with Jenn Freeman/Po'  Chop,  Coats
offers th is  solo that  is  now both a dance f i lm and a l ive
performance.  Br idger 's  unique art ist ic  v is ion explores the
generat ive potent ial  of  pa in in  creat ing movement .  Her  f i lm
“Radiate”  br ings the v iewer into the int imacy of  her  home and
studio pract ices .  Damon co-directed "Leverage"  with
f i lmmaker Aaron Greer ,  explor ing the freedoms and tensions
that  are inherent  in  creat ing.  The turns of  chance and
decis ions weighted by opportunit ies  to  be leveraged are made
vis ible  as women reveal  and conceal  their  own bodies and
voices.



Synapse Arts, cont.
Rahila Coats, Maggie Bridger, Rachel Damon

what i  know
Rahi la  Naomi Stadem Coats ,  Choreographer
Grace Kerpan,  Photographer
Max Lazarus,  Composer
Curt is  Coats and 2020 Bly/Coats Family  Tree Book,  Inf luences 
Sean Rafferty  and Jenai  Cutcher ,  V ideographers
Rahi la  Coats ,  Editor
Jenn Freeman/Po'  Chop,  Mentor
what i  know stemmed from a cloudy percept ion of  my paternal  grandmother
and my women ancestors .  I  used th is  t ime to invest igate anger ,  exhaust ion,
and comfort .  

Radiate
Maggie Br idger ,  Director  and Choreographer
Bryan Saner ,  Mentor
“Radiate”  poses embodied quest ions about the nature of  pain and i l lness
through the mediums of  f i lm and movement .  Contrast ing dominant
understandings of  pain that  s i tuate i t  as  solely  personal  and tragic ,
choreographer Maggie Br idger  draws on the tools ,  movements and pract ices
she uses to calm her  pain to  offer  alternate v is ions for  what pain is  and does.
“Radiate”  inv ites the v iewer into Maggie ’s  home and studio  pract ice ,  engaging
with themes of  int imacy,  t ime and care as i t  depicts  the frustrat ion,  humor
and mundanity  of  pain as she exper iences i t .

LEVERAGE
Synopsis :This  introspect ive f i lm grapples with the challenges of  creat iv i ty ,
gender ,  and an embodied sense of  overwhelm,  by g iv ing four  women dancers
agency to conceal  or  reveal  their  own bodies and voices.

Cast  and Crew
Produced and Directed for  the screen by Aaron Greer  & Rachel  Damon
Choreography and Light ing by Rachel  Damon
Performers Amanda Ramirez ,  Dylan Roth,  Gretchen Soecht ing-McGuire ,  Laura
Tennal
Cinematographer Mitch Fowler
Sound Designer  Ryan Ingebr itsen
Editor  Aaron Greer



Synapse Arts, cont.
Rahila Coats, Maggie Bridger, Rachel Damon

Synapse Arts works towards a world where indiv iduals  are free to  develop
their  unique talents and express their  s ingular  v is ions us ing their  minds and
whole bodies .  We specif ical ly  encourage indiv iduals  whose creat iv i ty  is  not
ful ly  supported by the dominant society ,  most  notably women;  those who
ident i fy  as LGBTQIAA+ and our  al l ies ;  famil ies  of  vary ing economic,  ethnic  and
cultural  or ig ins ;  and chi ldren.  While  valu ing the development of  each
indiv idual ,  Synapse equally  values cooperat ion and affords s i tuat ions in  which
people come together  in  creat ive work,  col lect ive processes,  and ensemble
efforts .  Based in  Chicago,  we work locally  and th ink globally ,  recogniz ing that
our v is ion can move through social  and art ist ic  networks that  defy geographic
boundar ies .

Rahi la  Naomi Stadem Coats is  an improviser ,  choreographer ,  performer,  and
teaching art ist .  Her  works have been shown through the support  of  Twenty
Percent  Product ions,  2018 Jerusalem Jazz Fest ival ,  MN Fr inge Fest ival ,
Company Projects ,  Synapse Arts ,  and Univers ity  of  Ghana- Legon.  Currently
she dances with Red Clay Dance Company,  performs with music  group Family
Junket ,  and works in  CONDUIT alongside Gina Hoch-Stall  and Ann Mar ie  Iego.
In  2021,  She received Chicago’s  3Art ’s  Make A Wave Award along with 120
other  art ists .  She holds grat i tude for  her  family  that  has brought her  to
Chicago and celebrates the community  she learns and loves from in  the c i ty .  

Maggie Br idger  (MS) is  a  PhD Candidate at  Univers ity  of  I l l ino is ,  Chicago and a
dance art ist .  Her  research and art ist ic  interests center  around d isabled
bodyminds in  dance,  with a  focus on re imagin ing pain through dancemaking.
Maggie is  a  co-founder of  the Inclus ive Dance Workshop Ser ies and serves on
the committee to organize Chicago's  integrated dance concert ,
CounterBalance.  She is  currently  an Art ist  in  Residence with High Concept
Labs and wil l  be in  res idence at  the Chicago Cultural  Center ’s  Learning Lab
beginning October 16,  2022 where she wil l  p i lot  a  program to further  support
and cult ivate Chicago’s  d isabi l i ty  dance community .

Rachel  Damon is  a  Chicago-based theatr ical  designer ,  choreographer ,  and
performer whose career .  She uses her  mult id isc ipl inary sk i l ls  to  spearhead
performance works created through collaborat ion,  improvisat ion,  and
teamwork.  Damon is  co-founder and Art ist ic  Director  of  Synapse Arts in
Chicago.  Aaron Greer  is  an independent f i lmmaker and professor  at  the
Univers ity  of  Wisconsin-Madison.



Carolyn Castillo aka GoldGrrl 
Chicago Movement Series 

"ELEMENTS” 
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  11 :00am

Directed by Bobbi  Mann.

"ELEMENTS" is  a  select ion from a ser ies of  short  dance f i lms I
d irected with f i lmmaker Bobbi  Mann.  The col lect ive 's  channel
is  cal led Chicago Movement Ser ies and features local  dancers
in s i te-specif ic  works.

CAST:
Orb Box as AIR 
Romero as ETHER 
Doc Sach as WATER 
Andrew Coleman as EARTH 
Isa iah Johnson as FIRE 

Music  by Noet ik  the Alchemist  "Old Tree" ,  "Or ig in  of  Drum" 
Evgeny Tei lor  "Float ing Mind" 
Ocean Jams "Case Closed" 
Drake Stafford "Nonconceptual"  
Anchor Hi l l  "Jungle Heat"  
Shanae Mosely & Orb Box "Bad Bitch Queen Goddess"  
Arpebu "Red Hot"  

Poetry by Breael  Kokeb 

Directed by Carolyn Cast i l lo  Product ion Bobbi  Mann Email  us :
chicagomovementser ies@gmail .com

Orb Box (Lawrence Young)  d ied in  May 2021 and Andrew Coleman in  May
2022.  I  dedicate th is  screening to their  art istry  and incredible l ives .



JaNiah Cooper

"sunken"
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  12 :00pm

More information coming soon.



Nadia Oussenko

"Winter Studies"
Claudia Cassidy Theater ,  12 :00pm

Winter  Studies explores the feel ing of  isolat ion as a  result  of
combined pandemic/winter  months in  Chicago,  and a desire  to
connect  to  my physical  body whi le  battl ing with apathy and
lack of  mot ivat ion.  An empty dark apartment serves as
sanctuary for  meditat ive explorat ion and heal ing.

Nadia Oussenko is  a  choreographer ,  f i lmmaker ,  photographer ,  and educator .
She completed a Master  of  F ine Arts degree in  Dance at  the Univers ity  of
I l l ino is  at  Urbana-Champaign,  where she d iscovered her  desire  to  pursue
choreography for  the camera.  Oussenko is  a  former Chicago Dancemakers
Forum Lab Art ist ,  and her  dance f i lms have been screened at  fest ivals  around
the world ,  such as the San Francisco Dance Fi lm Fest ival ,  Moves Internat ional
Fest ival  of  Movement on Screen in  Manchester ,  England,  the Dance on Camera
Fest ival  in  New York ,  ADF Dancing for  the Camera Fest ival  in  Durham, NC,
and The Chicago Internat ional  Movies and Music  Fest ival .  As an educator ,
Nadia works as a  teaching art ist  with Dancing With Class,  and is  an adjunct
dance faculty  member at  Governors State Univers ity .

R E T U R N  T O  E L E V A T E
H O M E P A G E

https://chicagodancemakers.org/elevate-chicago-dance-2022/


R E T U R N  T O  E L E V A T E
H O M E P A G E

Elevate Chicago Dance 2022 is supported by the City of Chicago’s Department of
Cultural Affairs and Special Events (DCASE), Chicago Park District’s Night Out in the
Parks program, The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, Farley Foundation, and the
National Endowment for the Arts. This program is partially supported by a grant from
the Illinois Arts Council Agency. Food/Beverage donated by Dill Pickle, Illuminated
Brew Works, Jewel Osco Andersonville, Milkweed Inn, and Whole Foods Edgewater.
Additional support and partnership provided by 21c Museum Hotel, The Dance Center
at Columbia College Chicago, High Concept Labs, Links Hall, Monira Foundation, and
Segundo Ruiz Belvis Cultural Center. With this support, all participating artists and
performers are being paid an honorarium that meets Working Artists and the Greater
Economy (W.A.G.E.) requirements.

https://chicagodancemakers.org/elevate-chicago-dance-2022/

