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R E T U R N  T O  E L E V A T E
H O M E P A G E

The Elevate Chicago Dance festival was only supposed to happen once. Born out of a
partnership with the New England Foundation for the Arts’ Regional Dance Development
Initiative, the festival was a way to showcase the work of Chicago dance artists and bring local,
regional, and national audiences and presenters together. That “one time” festival was
supposed to have its third iteration in 2020 and we all know what happened then. 

Here we are in 2022, altered, making our way back to rehearsal studios and live performance.
This festival is showcasing some of what Chicago’s dance artists have been thinking about,
dancing about, and working toward over the last couple of years. We are intentionally
positioning works-in-progress showings, excerpts, panel discussions, site-responsive
performances, durational works, and completed pieces for the stage all side by side with one
another to underscore the reality that this is what artists are doing now and it is worth support
and recognition. 

As we’ve listened, watched, and learned from our fellow artists in preparation for this festival
we’ve asked ourselves, what do we need to gather again in performance? How has our work
changed? And, what kind of practices help us sustain shifts in the field? We hope you ask these
questions with us and remain open to all that comes next. 

Joanna Furnans
Executive Director, Chicago Dancemakers Forum

https://chicagodancemakers.org/elevate-chicago-dance-2022/


Aaliyah Christina

“We praise mother while We be FAST” 
Outdoors ,  2 :00pm

We praise mother whi le  We be FAST navigates the relat ionship
dynamics between Black maternal  f igures and their  ch i ldren
from chi ldhood to adulthood.  I t  challenges the demands of
patr iarchy,  white supremacy,  and rel ig ious indoctr inat ion.  An
intergenerat ional  group of  dancers perform choreographies
and improvisat ions in  an abstracted J-sette/majorette style
with spoken word and b ig  band sounds d irected and
choreographed by Aal iyah Chr ist ina .

Grat itude:  This  work is  dedicated to our  mommas and our  mommas’  mommas.
To our  aunt ies ,  s ibl ings,  fr iends,  and,  most  importantly ,  ourselves.  We take
care of  ourselves to take care of  each other .  

Born in  Ruston,  Louis iana and ra ised across Louis iana,  Maryland,  and Texas,
Aal iyah Chr ist ina creates and supports performance work as an administrator ,
curator ,  movement art ist ,  and writer .  She improvises dances and writes
poetry/prose about relat ionships ,  mental  health ,  and Blackness as a  res ident
on the South s ide of  Chicago.  As Associate Curator  & Art ist  Programs
Manager at  L inks Hall ,  she ensures the vo ices of  art ists  are centered through
programming & creat ing new works.  Aal iyah consistently  col laborates &
supports Chicago's  community  art ists/organizat ions including,  but  not  l imited
to Keyierra Coll ins ,  Darl ing Shear ,  Assata's  Daughters ,  The Fly  Honeys,  and
Chicago Dancemakers Forum. Alongside working at  L inks Hall ,  she’s  a  Co-
Organizer  for  Performance Response Journal .  In  2021,  Aal iyah received the
3Arts Make-A-Wave grant .



Aaliyah Christina

“We praise mother while We be FAST” 
Outdoors ,  2 :00pm

Performers:  Naomi Baty ,  Keyierra Coll ins ,  Fel ic ia  Holman,  Deja Hood,  Mekeba
Mal ik  (on behalf  of  Deeply Rooted Dance Theater) ,  Darl ing Shear

Br ianna Alex is  Heath -  Dramaturg
Professor-Wrecks -  Music  & Sound Mix

Aal iyah Chr ist ina-  Director  

Sound/Music  Credits  ( in  order  of  appearance)  Barbara Ann Teer //  Grambl ing
State Univers ity ’s  WorldFamed Tiger  Marching Band //  Kevin Jz Prodigy //
Awood Magic  Johnson Jr . ,  Calv in  Cordazor  Broadus (x2) ,  Corey Mil ler ,  Cra ig
Stephen Lawson //  Bernard James Freeman,  Chad Hugo,  Jeremy Varnard
Allen,  Pharrel l  L  Wil l iams,  Webster  Gradney //  Alexyss K.  Tylor  //  George
Kranz,  Hasben Jones,  Michael  Anthony Barney //  Jackson State Univers ity ’s
Sonic  Boom of  the South

Choreography created by Aal iyah Chr ist ina with contr ibut ions from the
Performers & samples from GSU Orchesis  Dance Company & JSU Prancing J-
settes

Spoken Word improvised by the performers with scores created by Aal iyah
Chr ist ina //  monologue written by Fel ic ia  Holman

We give thanks to al l  of  our  donors who contr ibuted to our  Go Fund Me
campaign.  I t  was made up of  fr iends,  family ,  peers ,  mentors ,  and strangers
who al l  bel ieved in  the v is ion!  We also g ive thanks to our  off-s i te  rehearsal
locat ions:  Dorchester  Arts  + Housing Collaborat ive ,  Mayfa ir  Arts  Center ,  &
Soham Dance Space!

I  (Aal iyah)  would also l ike to  g ive a  HUGE shout out  and express ALL my
grat i tude to my collaborators :  Br i  & Wrecks,  thank y ’al l  for  help ing me
conceptual ize and aff i rm my ideas.  I  t ruly  have so much love,  respect ,  and
admirat ion for  my cast  who put  in  work in  rehearsals  week after  week!  Lastly ,
I  want to  thank Keyierra for  be ing an except ional  squad captain who also
aff i rmed me and held me accountable to  coordinate al l  the outrageous 8-
counts!



Ysaÿe Alma 

"The Axe Forgets,  The Tree Remembers"
Outdoors ,  2 :45pm

“The Axe Forgets ,  The Tree Remembers”  (AFTR) is  a  dance
piece that  celebrates current  and ancestral  Black and
Indigenous stewards of  the land,  honors their  sacr i f ices and
mourns the severances to these relat ionships .  AFTR is  also a
meditat ion on the h istor ical  correlat ion between v iolence
against  the land and v iolence against  Black and Indigenous
women.  The or ig inal  work was created as a  part  of  a  Dance
Act iv ism ser ies produced by LOUD BODIES,  cal led LOUD
VOICES.  The p iece features poetry wr itten by Ysaÿe Alma and
or ig inal  music  by sound designer ,  Najee Zaid-Searcy.

Performers:  Aal iyah Chr ist ina ,  Ceci l ia  Slongo,  Jada Rose and
Ysaÿe Alma

Choreographer :  Ysaÿe Alma with contr ibut ions from the
performers

Sound Composit ion & Engineer :  Najee-Zaid Searcy

Costume Design:  Pytron Parker



Ysaÿe Alma, cont. 

"The Axe Forgets,  The Tree Remembers"
Outdoors ,  2 :45pm

Ysaÿe Alma (she/her)  is  a  professional  dancer ,  choreographer and teaching
art ist  working in  Los Angeles and Chicago.  Ysaÿe creates with the intent ion to
heal  self  and community  whi le  honor ing tradit ion and cultural  d i f ferences.
She is  currently  a  Rehearsal  Director  for  the tour ing product ion of  The
Queen’s  Ball :  A Br idgerton Exper ience.  She is  also a  company member with
Viver  Brasi l  dance company and studying Polynesian arts  at  Nonosina
Polynesia .  She graduated magna cum laude from the Univers ity  of  I l l ino is  at
Urbana-Champaign with a  BFA in  Dance and Minor  in  Phi losophy and also had
the honor of  studying dance at  the Taipei  Nat ional  Univers ity  of  the Arts
where she performed in  work by Ming-Lung Yang.  S ince graduat ing,  Ysaÿe has
performed professionally  and also worked in  theater ,  act ing as res ident
choreographer and an ensemble member with Teatro Luna s ince 2014.  She
has choreographed plays for  Greenway Court  Theater ,  Free Street  Theater
and Depaul  Univers ity  as well .  Equally  passionate about dance educat ion,
Ysaÿe has taught dance programming for  well  over  a  dozen publ ic  schools and
community  centers between Chicago and Los Angeles.  She has also had the
honor of  be ing a guest  instructor  for  Univers ity  of  Cal i forn ia  at  Los Angeles
and Ball  State Univers ity ,  The Goodman Theatre and more.  Ysaÿe earned her
200 Hour Yoga Teacher Cert i f icat ion and Social-Emotional  Learning Teacher
cert i f icate and is  currently  a  th ird year  Dunham Technique Instructor
candidate .



Jasmine Lupe Mendoza, Lia Kohl, and
Corey Smith

"Anatomy for Interiors"
Outdoors

Anatomy for  Inter iors  begins with quest ions about space --
what is  a  space? Does i t  ex ist  in  our  bodies ,  in  architecture ,  or
in  between them? Jasmine Lupe Mendoza,  L ia  Kohl ,  and Corey
Smith explore these quest ions by ident i fy ing and reconf igur ing
the elements which create both physical  and ideological
space.  The tr io  moves in  a  combinat ion of  structured
improvisat ion,  choreography,  and play .  At  t imes playful ,
bor ing,  and vulnerable ,  the work re imagines space and bodies
as i t  is  formed by space and bodies .

Collect ively  devised by L ia  Kohl ,  Jasmine Lupe Mendoza,  and
Corey Smith

This  project  is  part ial ly  supported by an Indiv idual  Art ist
Program Grant from the City  of  Chicago Department of
Cultural  Affa irs  & Special  Events ,  as well  as a  grant  from the
I l l ino is  Arts  Counci l  Agency,  a  state agency through federal
funds provided by the Nat ional  Endowment for  the Arts .

Jasmine Lupe Mendoza,  L ia  Kohl ,  and Corey Smith are mult id isc ipl inary
art ists  from Chicago,  united in  a  shared cur ios ity  for  somatic ,  musical ,  and
architectural  pract ices .  The three wear many hats — as music ians,  farmers,
composers ,  b irth-workers ,  dancers ,  performance art ists ,  act iv ists ,  and much
more.  The tr io 's  creat ive process begins with the gravity  between these
ident it ies  and spins out  and away — towards movement improvisat ion,  music
making,  score creat ion,  and play .

R E T U R N  T O  E L E V A T E
H O M E P A G E

https://chicagodancemakers.org/elevate-chicago-dance-2022/


R E T U R N  T O  E L E V A T E
H O M E P A G E

Elevate Chicago Dance 2022 is supported by the City of Chicago’s Department of
Cultural Affairs and Special Events (DCASE), Chicago Park District’s Night Out in the
Parks program, The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, Farley Foundation, and the
National Endowment for the Arts. This program is partially supported by a grant from
the Illinois Arts Council Agency. Food/Beverage donated by Dill Pickle, Illuminated
Brew Works, Jewel Osco Andersonville, Milkweed Inn, and Whole Foods Edgewater.
Additional support and partnership provided by 21c Museum Hotel, The Dance Center
at Columbia College Chicago, High Concept Labs, Links Hall, Monira Foundation, and
Segundo Ruiz Belvis Cultural Center. With this support, all participating artists and
performers are being paid an honorarium that meets Working Artists and the Greater
Economy (W.A.G.E.) requirements.

https://chicagodancemakers.org/elevate-chicago-dance-2022/

